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Arrival was first released in Sweden as Polar POLS 
272 on October 11, 1976. Recording sessions began 
in August 1975 and continued until September 1976, 
The album was recorded at Metronome and Glen stu- 
dios in Stockholm, Sweden 
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E Feel the beat of the tambourine 


ne os by Co Maga Para 


Initia sessions for Arrival, ABBAS oath ben, began August 
4, 1975- bá beatum wast completed ul over a yer te. 
‘The Summer and Autumn of 1975 was a hectic trae for the 
1104p. Thy had at competa a short Sameer to et Sweden 
and inbetween work for the group, Berny was producing trachs 
for a Swedshianguage solo bum for Frida, ale Agnatha was 
working on an ab of her own. As d that was enough, ABBA 
had to travel al over Europe, performing on mars television 
shows, promoting thee current sigle, SOS, as wel as other 
ack trom the previous abum, ABBA 

The start ot 1976 was no ess busy: he group was enjoying 
a number one h wen Mames Mi Grot Brean, and appeared 
‘on the television shew Tap Of The Pops. They also taped teir 
very own television spacia in West Germany 

ln Mach, one of the songs recorded the previoss ums 


was released as a brand new single. Fernando had started Me 
25 2 Swedish trach tor rds so abum, but when the group 
resizéd that k hod bê potertid beyond Swedish borders, they 
cided that ABBA should record thee oun verson ot b song. 
‘R turne out to be an excelent idea. Fernando topped the charts 
im a great ambar d courbes, occupying the top positon in 
Aastra lr 14 weeks ~ a record orly equate by The Beatie’ 
Hey Jode. Thế erate feat was ach after te group had 
made thet frst vist to Austral, taping ther television special 
The Best OF ABBA. This programme aso broke a recor: attract- 
ing 54 per cent of the viewers, è wes watched by more people 
than the 1969 moon nd. 


(On Mareh 23, ABBA Sty fund te tne 1o start working in 
earnest on the neu stum. The fst track to be recorded vas. 


FT... 


Knowing Me, Knowing You, which tumed out to be one ofthe 
very strongest racks on the album. Featuring a melancholy lead 
‘vocal by Frida, it was the frst of several ABBA titles to depict 
love troubles within the framework of a colapsed mariage. 

The song certainly stuck a chord vi stoner all ver the 
world when it was released as a single in February 1977. Know. 
ing Me, Knowing You, reached the higher regions of the charts 
in several countries. 


Another of Frida's highlights on the album was recorded in 
‘mid May. When the song fist was writen, it was caled Money, 
Money, Money. But that was just a working ttle: icit Björn feit 
that is theme had aready been used in qute a few other 
songs. Hs alterate suggestion was Gypsy Gi, but he had to 
concede that those ics didnt work as wel as the original 
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Arrival sessions, in August 1976. This song also had a some 
what convoluted way t completion. At one point, it was a sight- 
ly more uptempo number called Monsieur, Monsieur, the ic 
dealing with a nostalgic memory of a romance the protagonist 
had enjoyed in France. 

But the song seemed to cal for another, slower arrange- 
ment, and was rerecorded as My Love, My Le Incidental, the 
‘soaring backing vocals were inspired by the choir heard on the 
10CC classic fim Not In Love. The very last song to be com- 
pleted for Arial was Why Did I Have To Be Me, Björs lead, 
Vocal track on the abum. Simi to Money, Money, Money, the 
originai working te ad actualy been Why Did It Have To Be Me, 
which then was turned into a series of alternate tiles before 
reverting back t the original idea. One of the early attempts at 
the song was tiled Happy Hawai. The melody was sighty dit- 


“The show was watched by more people than the 1969 moon landing” 


money theme. It was back to where he started, and the song 
was completed and included on the aum as Money, Money, 
Money. too, became a hugely successful single, hitting num- 
ber one in Australia, West Germany, The Netherlands, New 
Zealand, Belgium and Mexico. 

Agnelha lso had her shining moments on the aum, The 
balad My Love, My Life was recorded towards the end of the 


ele Ten So ODA doost 


ferenin paces, andit featured Agnetha and Frida on lead vocals 
instead of jor. Alter it was decided that the track was nat 
‘Boing to be used onthe album, ABBA released it as the B<ide 
‘ofthe Knowing Me, Kooning You singe. Happy Hawai has also 
been included as a bonus seecton on this CD version of the 
Arrival abun. 

Iwas often when Frida and Agnetha shared the lex vocals 
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that the mast magic aspects of the ABBA sound emerged 
through the speakers. Perhaps no more so than on the song that 
certainly must rarik at the very top of wellknown ABBA classics- 

The recording of Dancing Queen was stated at the same. 
time as Fernando, back in August 1975, The original working 
il of the song was Boogaloo, and it was clear from the begia- 


song and has continued to fà cancellos the world over 
through the decades. Among the muchHoved tracks on Arval 
that never became singles is the rocky Tiger, which also was a 
popular opening number on ABBA's tour of Europe and Australia 
in the begining of 1977. The til rack, Arrival, was the last 
time ABBA had an instrumental recording on an LP (the previous 


“Frida started crying when she heard the track” 


‘ing that there was going to be a dancey feel to the track, 
George MeCrae's 1974 disco classic Rock Your Baby was used 
as an inspiration for finding he right groove on the recording. 
Some of the rhythmic fel was alo "fed from the Dr. John 
album Gumbo, wich coloured drummer Roger Pais work, 

Presumably, the group new they were on the right track 
when Frida started crying the moment she frst heard the back 
ing track The beauty of the melody and the production ad ru 
stuck a chord with her. 


The record-buying public may not have been moved to tears 
when the song was releaseé as a single in August 1976, but 
‘hey cera tured it into a big it. t would be easier to name 
the countries where Dancing Queen did not reach number one, 
5o we wil refrain from deting chart statistics here. Suffice to 
say that Dancing Queen is probably ABBA'S most webknown 


aum contained Bennys rock/cüssical Workout Intermezzo 
No.) incidental, it was the albun tite that gave the song its 
name = not the other way around. When the Aval bum was- 
released, t quicky become ABBA's biggest international LP suc- 
cess so far, reaching the number one pasion in most countries. 
Although Femardo had been rectred during the inal sessions 
for Arrival, it was not a part of the album in most territories, 
However, it has been included as a bonus track on this CD. 


This bonus selection is, perhaps, especialy welcome for res- 
ident of Australia and New Zealand. If they were around at the 
time ofthe original release: of Arial their memory of the LP 
‘ould feature Fernando in the track sting, between Why Did It 
Have To Be Me and Tiger on side wo. Those who wish to hear 
the album just as it appeared in that part of the wold should pro- 
gramme tes CD players thus: tracks 1-8, 11, 9, 10. e 
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